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SUBJECT: SYRIAN-IRAQI RELATIONS; EUPHRATES WATER 

1. IN CONTRAST WITH THE SHRILL POLEMICS EMANATING FROM 
DAMASCUS AND BAGHDAD OVER THE EUPHRATES WATERS DISPUTE, 

ALL SEEMS SWEETNESS AND LIGHT BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES 
AS REFLECTED IN THE SAUDI PRESS WHICH REPORTED MAY 2 THAT 
AN AGREEMENT HAD BEEN REACHED BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES FOL- 
LOWING A NINETY-MINUTE MEETING ON THURSDAY MAY 1 . 

2. SAUDI OIL MINISTER YAMANI IS QUOTED AS 

SAYING SUBSEQUENTLY THAT THE AGREEMENT HAD DEMONSTRATED ARAB SOLIDAR- 
ITY. THE AGREEMENT, HE CONTINUED, WOULD BE TO THE BENEFIT 
OF IRAQI FARMERS AND WAS TO BE ON THE BASIS OF A 
PERMANENT DIVISION OF THE WATERS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES 
BASED UPON A FIFTY-FIFTY DIVISION CALCULATED ON 
THE VOLUME OF WATER FLOWING INTO SYRIA FROM TURKEY. 
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3. IRAQI IRRIGATION MINISTER MUKARRAM AL TALBANI PRAISED 
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KING KHALED'S MEDIATION, SAID YAMANI'S ROLE WAS OUTSTAND- 
ING, AND SAID THAT SYRIA'S UNDERSTANDING HAD HAD A CON- 
SIDERABLE EFFECT ON THE SUCCESS OF THE TALKS. 

4. THE SYRIAN MINISTER OF THE EUPHRATES DAM SUBHI KAHHALA 
WAS MORE CAUTIOUS IN HIS ASSESSMENT OF WHERE THINGS STAND; 

THE TWO SIDES ARE STILL DISCUSSING AND EXCHANGING VIEWS 
AND HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 
WOULD GIVE SOME RESULTS. 

5. IN THE MEANTIME, YAMANI FLEW OFF THE EVENING OF MAY 2 
TO ATTEND AN OAPEC OIL MINISTERS MEETING IN KUWAIT. HIS 
MEDIATION HAS PRESUMABLY BEEN SUSPENDED UNTIL HIS RETURN. 

THE PRESS MAY 3 SAYS THAT A COMMUNIQUE ON THE RESULTS OF 
THE TALKS TO DATE WILL BE ISSUED SHORTLY. 

6. COMMENT: WE WONDER IF YAMANI WENT OFF ARMED WITH 
SOME NEGOTIATING INDUCEMENTS FOR SYRIA AND IRAQ. THE 
TRADITIONS OF THE TRIBAL MEDIATOR INDICATE THAT THE 
JOB IS HONORABLE BUT EXPENSIVE, AND THE MEDIATOR 
OFTEN MUST DIG INTO HIS OWN POCKET TO STRIKE THE FAIR 
BALANCE BETWEEN TWO CONTENTING PARTIES. IN THE PROCESS 
HE OFTEN BECOMES IMPOVERISHED, AS HIS PRESTIGE AND 

REPUTE INCREASE. THIS WOULD HARDLY APPLY TO THE SAG, BUT SAUDIS 
MIGHT CONSIDER SUCCESS IN THESE NEGOTIATIONS 
TO BE A CHEAP AT A FEW HUNDRED MILLION DOLLARS, 

IF IT WOULD RELIEVE IRAQI PRESSURE ON SYRIA AND FURTHER 
NORMALIZE THE SAG'S OWN RELATIONS WITH IRAQ. 
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